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2003 and newer seat alhambra tdi 130hp turbocharger rebuild and repair guide 720855 0006

The Seat Alhambra TDI 130HP turbocharger is a vital component that significantly enhances engine
performance by providing the necessary boost for efficient combustion. Over time, especially with
high mileage or harsh driving conditions, the turbocharger can experience wear and tear, leading to
reduced power, increased emissions, or even complete failure. For owners and mechanics alike,
understanding the intricacies of rebuilding and repairing the turbocharger?specifically the 720855
0006 model?is essential for maintaining vehicle reliability and prolonging its lifespan. This
comprehensive guide aims to walk you through the process of diagnosing issues, sourcing parts,
performing rebuilds, and ensuring optimal operation of your turbocharger.

Understanding the Seat Alhambra TDI 130HP Turbocharger 720855
0006

Key Features and Specifications

The turbocharger model 720855 0006 is designed for the 2003+ Seat Alhambra TDI 130HP engine,
featuring a robust construction tailored for high-performance diesel engines. Its main specifications
include:

- Compressor Wheel Diameter: Approximately 43 mm
- Turbine Wheel Diameter: Approximately 44 mm
- Bearing Type: Journal bearings with oil lubrication
- Wastegate System: Integrated or external depending on the configuration
- Maximum Boost Pressure: Around 1.2 to 1.4 bar

Understanding these specs helps in diagnosing issues and selecting appropriate replacement parts
during repairs.

Common Symptoms of Turbocharger Problems

Before deciding to rebuild or repair, it?s crucial to recognize symptoms indicating turbocharger
failure:
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- Excessive smoke from exhaust (black or blue)
- Loss of engine power
- Whining or siren noise during acceleration
- Increased oil consumption
- Check engine light with related codes
- Turbo lag or delayed boost response

If these symptoms are present, a detailed inspection and diagnosis are warranted.

Diagnosing Turbocharger Issues

Visual Inspection

Start with a thorough visual inspection:

- Look for oil leaks around the turbo housing
- Check for cracks, corrosion, or physical damage
- Inspect the compressor and turbine wheels for chips, cracks, or imbalance
- Review oil supply and drain lines for blockages or leaks

Performance Testing

Use diagnostic tools such as an OBD-II scanner to read fault codes related to boost pressure or
sensor malfunctions. Additionally:

- Perform a boost leak test to identify leaks in the intake system
- Measure boost pressure with a manometer to ensure it meets manufacturer specifications
- Check for excessive play or movement in the turbo shaft using a dial indicator

When to Rebuild or Replace

If inspection reveals damaged components, excessive shaft play, or oil contamination, rebuilding the
turbocharger can be a cost-effective solution. However, in cases of severe damage or cracked
housings, replacement is often more practical.

Preparing for a Turbocharger Rebuild

Gathering Necessary Tools and Parts
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Before starting, ensure you have:

- Basic hand tools (wrenches, screwdrivers)
- Specialized tools (turbo shaft lock, snap ring pliers)
- Clean workspace with good lighting
- Replacement parts, including:
- Turbocharger rebuild kit (seals, bearings, gaskets)
- Oil and coolant compatible with your vehicle
- New compressor and turbine wheels if damaged

Safety Precautions

Working on turbochargers involves high-speed components and compressed gases, so:

- Wear safety glasses and gloves
- Work in a well-ventilated area
- Ensure the engine is cool before beginning disassembly
- Properly dispose of oil and damaged parts

Step-by-Step Turbocharger Rebuild Process

Disassembly

- Remove the turbocharger from the vehicle, following manufacturer-specific procedures.
- Carefully disassemble the compressor housing, turbine housing, and center cartridge (shaft

assembly).
- Note the orientation and placement of all components for accurate reassembly.

Inspect and Clean Components

- Examine the turbine and compressor wheels for damage or imbalance.
- Inspect the shaft for scoring or wear.
- Clean all parts thoroughly using a suitable degreaser or ultrasonic cleaner.
- Check for oil contamination or corrosion.

Replacing Worn or Damaged Parts
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- Install new bearings and seals from the rebuild kit.
- Replace the compressor and turbine wheels if they show signs of damage.
- Replace any gaskets or O-rings to prevent leaks.

Reassembly

- Carefully align and install the shaft and wheels.
- Use a torque wrench to tighten bolts to manufacturer specifications.
- Ensure proper clearance and play in the shaft.
- Reassemble the housing components, ensuring all seals are seated correctly.

Reinstalling and Testing the Rebuilt Turbo

Installation

- Mount the turbocharger back onto the engine, connecting oil, coolant, and intake/exhaust lines.
- Replace any worn hoses or clamps.
- Double-check all connections and fasteners.

Initial Startup and Break-In

- Start the engine and let it idle for several minutes.
- Monitor for leaks, abnormal noises, or warning lights.
- Allow the turbo to operate at low boost initially.
- Gradually increase engine load to ensure proper boost response.

Performance Verification

- Use diagnostic tools to verify boost pressure matches specifications.
- Check for oil consumption and leaks.
- Test drive the vehicle, paying attention to acceleration, noise, and smoke.

Maintenance Tips to Extend Turbocharger Life

- Regular oil changes with high-quality, manufacturer-recommended oil
- Ensure the oil supply and drain lines are free of blockages
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- Allow the engine to warm up before driving aggressively
- Avoid abrupt throttle changes and overboosting
- Inspect and replace air filters regularly to prevent debris ingestion

Conclusion

Rebuilding and repairing the turbocharger on your 2003+ Seat Alhambra TDI 130HP with the
720855 0006 model can be a rewarding project that saves money and restores engine performance.
By understanding the components, diagnosing issues accurately, and following proper rebuild
procedures, you can ensure your turbocharger functions efficiently for miles to come. Remember, if
at any stage the damage appears extensive or uncertain, consulting a professional or replacing the
unit might be the best course of action. Proper maintenance and timely repairs are key to keeping
your Seat Alhambra running smoothly and enjoying its full power potential.
 
2003 and newer Seat Alhambra TDI 130hp Turbocharger Rebuild and Repair Guide 720855-0006

When it comes to maintaining the performance and longevity of your 2003 and newer Seat
Alhambra TDI 130hp turbocharger (part number 720855-0006), understanding the intricacies of
rebuild and repair procedures is essential. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of
how to assess, dismantle, repair, and reassemble this critical component, ensuring your vehicle
continues to deliver optimal power and efficiency.

Introduction to the Seat Alhambra TDI 130hp Turbocharger

The turbocharger plays a pivotal role in enhancing engine performance by forcing compressed air
into the combustion chamber, thus increasing power output without significantly increasing engine
size. The 2003 and newer Seat Alhambra TDI 130hp turbocharger (720855-0006) is engineered for
durability and efficiency but, like all mechanical components, it can wear out over time due to
operational stresses, contaminated oil, or improper maintenance.

Understanding how to rebuild or repair your turbocharger can save money, reduce downtime, and
extend the life of your engine. This guide covers common issues, diagnostic steps, disassembly,
repair procedures, and reassembly tips tailored specifically to the 720855-0006 model.

Recognizing When Your Turbocharger Needs Repair

Before diving into repair procedures, it?s important to identify symptoms indicating turbocharger
issues:

- Loss of Power: Noticeable decrease in acceleration or engine performance.
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- Excessive Smoke: Black or gray smoke from the exhaust, indicating incomplete combustion or
oil burning in the turbo.

- Whining or Whistling Noise: Unusual sounds during acceleration often point to bearing or
impeller issues.

- Boost Pressure Loss: Reduced turbo boost pressure measured with diagnostic tools.
- Oil Leaks: Visible oil leaks around the turbo or excessive oil consumption.
- Engine Warning Light: Activation of the check engine light related to turbo performance.

If you observe any of these symptoms, a comprehensive inspection and potential rebuild of the
turbocharger are warranted.

Tools and Parts Needed for Turbocharger Rebuild

Rebuilding a turbocharger requires specific tools and replacement parts:

Essential Tools

- Socket set and wrenches
- Screwdrivers (flat-head and Phillips)
- Turbocharger puller or slide hammer
- Precision bearing puller
- Clean workspace with good lighting
- Dial gauge or micrometer for measuring clearances
- Compressor and turbine wheel balancing equipment (if available)
- Oil and cleaning supplies (degreaser, brake cleaner)

Replacement Parts & Consumables

- Turbocharger rebuild kit (includes seals, gaskets, O-rings)
- New bearings (journal and thrust)
- Turbocharger shaft or cartridge (if severely damaged)
- Wastegate actuator or diaphragm (if faulty)
- Lubricant and assembly grease
- High-quality engine oil for reassembly

Step-by-Step Turbocharger Disassembly Process

- Safety Precautions
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- Allow the turbo to cool completely before beginning work.
- Disconnect the vehicle's battery to prevent accidental electrical shorts.
- Wear protective gloves and eye protection.

- Removal from Vehicle

- Detach the intake and exhaust connections.
- Disconnect oil and coolant lines (if applicable).
- Carefully remove the turbocharger assembly from the engine bay.

- Cleaning and Inspection

- Use degreaser and brake cleaner to remove grime and oil from the turbo.
- Visually inspect for cracks, chips, or damage on the compressor and turbine wheels.
- Check for excessive shaft play or wobbling.

- Disassembly

- Remove the compressor and turbine housings using appropriate tools.
- Extract the shaft and impellers carefully, noting their orientation.
- Remove seals, O-rings, and bearings from the cartridge.
- Document all parts and their arrangement for accurate reassembly.

Diagnosing Common Turbocharger Issues

After disassembly, assess each component:

- Impeller Damage: Cracks, chips, or excessive wear.
- Bearing Wear: Excessive play, scoring, or roughness.
- Shaft Play: Axial or radial movement exceeding manufacturer specifications.
- Seal Condition: Damage or hardening of oil seals leading to leaks.
- Housing Cracks: Structural damage compromising airflow or pressure.

Proper diagnosis guides whether rebuild or replacement is necessary.
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Rebuilding the Turbocharger

- Cleaning Components

- Clean all parts thoroughly with brake cleaner.
- Remove any carbon deposits from housings.
- Inspect for corrosion or pitting; replace if necessary.

- Replacing Bearings and Seals

- Install new bearings, ensuring they fit snugly and rotate smoothly.
- Replace oil seals and O-rings to prevent leaks.
- Use assembly grease to lubricate seals and bearings during installation.

- Inspecting and Replacing Impellers

- Check compressor and turbine wheels for damage.
- If damaged, replace impellers with matching OEM parts.
- Balance impellers after installation to prevent vibrations.

- Reassembling the Cartridge

- Carefully reinsert the shaft with impellers into the bearing housing.
- Ensure correct orientation and secure all fasteners.
- Verify axial and radial clearances with a dial gauge.

Reassembly and Reinstallation

- Reassemble Housing Components

- Attach compressor and turbine housings, ensuring proper gasket placement.
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- Torque bolts to manufacturer specifications to prevent leaks.

- Reinstall on Vehicle

- Connect oil and coolant lines securely.
- Reattach intake and exhaust connections.
- Double-check all fittings and fasteners.

- Test Run and Performance Checks

- Start the engine and observe turbo operation.
- Check for unusual noises or leaks.
- Use a boost gauge or diagnostic tool to verify proper boost pressure.
- Monitor oil pressure and temperature during operation.

Maintenance Tips for Longevity

- Regularly change engine oil and oil filters to prevent bearing contamination.
- Use high-quality oils compatible with turbocharged engines.
- Allow the engine to warm up before driving hard.
- Avoid abrupt shutdowns immediately after high-speed runs to prevent oil coking.
- Inspect and replace intake filters periodically.

When to Consider Professional Rebuild or Replacement

While DIY rebuilds are feasible for experienced enthusiasts, certain conditions warrant professional
attention:

- Severe cracks or damage to the turbine or compressor wheels.
- Damaged or warped housings.
- Persistent oil leaks despite seal replacement.
- Complex bearing or shaft issues beyond standard repair.

In such cases, consulting with a turbocharger specialist or purchasing a remanufactured or OEM
replacement ensures reliability and safety.
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Conclusion

The 2003 and newer Seat Alhambra TDI 130hp turbocharger (720855-0006) is a vital component
that requires proper maintenance and timely repairs to keep your vehicle performing optimally.
Whether addressing minor issues or undertaking a full rebuild, understanding the disassembly,
diagnosis, and reassembly processes empowers you to extend the lifespan of your turbocharger
and maintain peak engine performance.

By following the detailed steps and tips outlined in this guide, you can confidently approach
turbocharger repairs, ensuring your Seat Alhambra continues to deliver the power and efficiency you
expect. Remember, when in doubt, consulting with professionals or utilizing OEM parts can provide
added assurance of a successful rebuild.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the common signs indicating the turbocharger on a 2003+ Seat
Alhambra TDI 130hp needs rebuilding? Common signs include excessive exhaust smoke, reduced
engine power, unusual whining noises from the turbo, increased oil consumption, and a decline in
fuel efficiency. What tools and parts are required to rebuild the turbocharger with part number
720855 0006 on a Seat Alhambra? Essential tools include a set of socket wrenches, screwdrivers, a
turbocharger specific rebuild kit (gaskets, seals, bearings), and possibly a hydraulic press.
Replacement parts should include new bearings, seals, and possibly a new turbine wheel if
damaged. Is it possible to repair the turbocharger myself, or should I seek professional assistance?
Rebuilding a turbocharger requires technical skill and specialized tools; while DIY is possible for
experienced mechanics, it is generally recommended to seek professional repair to ensure proper
function and safety. How long does a typical turbocharger rebuild take for a 2003+ Seat Alhambra
TDI 130hp? The rebuild process usually takes between 4 to 8 hours, depending on experience and
availability of parts. It is advisable to allocate sufficient time for thorough inspection and testing.
What are the key steps involved in rebuilding the turbocharger with part number 720855 0006? Key
steps include removing the turbo from the vehicle, disassembling the unit, inspecting for damage,
replacing worn components like bearings and seals, cleaning all parts, reassembling with new
gaskets, and finally testing the rebuilt turbo for proper operation. Are there specific maintenance tips
to prolong the life of the turbocharger on a 2003+ Seat Alhambra TDI 130hp? Yes, regular oil
changes with high-quality oil, ensuring proper engine cooling, using the recommended fuel, and
avoiding sudden acceleration can help prolong turbocharger lifespan. Can I upgrade the
turbocharger on my Seat Alhambra 2003+ TDI 130hp for better performance? Upgrading to a larger
or more efficient turbocharger is possible but requires careful consideration of engine compatibility,
tuning, and potential modifications to support increased boost pressure and airflow. What are the
risks of not properly rebuilding or repairing the turbocharger on my vehicle? Neglecting proper repair
can lead to turbo failure, engine damage due to oil leaks or foreign object ingestion, increased
emissions, and costly repairs down the line. Where can I find the official repair guide or parts for the
turbocharger with part number 720855 0006? Official repair guides can be obtained through
authorized Volkswagen/Audi service manuals, and genuine parts are available through authorized
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dealerships or certified auto parts suppliers specializing in VW Group vehicles. 
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